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Office of Educational Facilities Staff
• Front Office

• Rick Vermillion – Director
• 850-245-9239
• rick.vermillion@fldoe.org

• Doris Parker – Administrative Assistant
• 850-245-9234
• doris.parker@fldoe.org

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Office of Educational Facilities Staff Continued
• Planning and Evaluation Team

• Violet Brown – Senior Educational Program Director
• 850-245-9232
• Violet.Brown@fldoe.org

• Mark Jeter – Operations & Management Consultant
• 850-245-9308
• Mark.Jeter@fldoe.org

• Martha Chauncey – Educational Consultant
• 850-245-9513
• Martha.Chauncey@fldoe.org

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Office of Educational Facilities Staff Continued
• Planning and Evaluation Team Continued

• Courtney Carlos – Educational Consultant
• 850-245-9246
• Courtney.Carlos@fldoe.org

• Jasmin Richardson – Educational Consultant
• 850-245-9233
• Jasmin.Richardson@fldoe.org

• Kimberly Knowles – Educational Consultant
• 850-245-9302
• Kimberly.Knowles@fldoe.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Vi’s team works with your districts with FISH, DVEs, surveys, Work Plan, etc.
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Office of Educational Facilities Staff Continued
• Construction Planning and Training Team

• Mark Weigly – Educational Facs Construction Planning Mngr
• 850-245-9296
• Mark.Weigly@fldoe.org

• Don Whitehead – Safe and Efficient Facilities Design Mngr
• 850-245-9295
• Don.Whitehead@fldoe.org

• James "Jimmy" Mitchell - Mechanical Engineer
• 850-245-9227
• James.Mitchell@fldoe.org

• Mark A. Evans – Research and Training Specialist
• 850-245-9224
• Mark.Evans@fldoe.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mark’s team is in charge of plan reviews, castaldis, training, etc.
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Bills OEF Were Watching
• SB 62 / HB 143 – Resilient Buildings
• SB 110 – Rural Communities

• HB 1427 – Nursing Education Programs

• SB 140 – Charter Schools
• HB 123* – Education

• SB 166 – Administrative Efficiency in Public Schools
• HB 287 – Building and Plumbing Permits for the Use 

of Onsite Sewage Treatment and Disposal Systems
• SB 296 / HB 261 – School Start Times

Signed by Governor
With Governor for Signature
Died

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The next few slides show a list of the bills OEF was tracking throughout session.

Those that are grayed out are ones that died somewhere along the way
Those in yellow have passed the House and Senate and are waiting for the governor's signature
Those in green have been signed into law
Those with an * were ones that you asked about
Those that died, I did not include here, but they may come around again next year

One bill that was signed into law here and one that is waiting the governor’s signature

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Bills OEF Were Watching Continued
• SB 430 / HB 1607 – Cardiac Emergencies
• HB 521 – Reporting Rqmts…HVAC/Electrical Systems
• SB 568 / HB 413 – Swimming Safety
• SB 582 / HB 717 – Unlawful Demo of Historical Bldgs
• HB 665* – Local Government Impact Fees…
• SB 712 / HB 683 – Construction Regulations
• SB 822 / HB 443 – Education
• SB 960 / HB 299 – Elevator Accessibility Rqmts 

• HB 299 was incorporated into HB 683

Signed by Governor
With Governor for Signature
Died

Presenter
Presentation Notes
5 bills were signed into law on this slide

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Bills OEF Were Watching Continued
• SB 1006 – Video Cameras in Public School Classrooms

• HB 257 – Exceptional Students and Video Cameras…

• SB 1118 / HB 1209 – Land Use and Development Regs
• SB 1188 – Local Governing Authorities

• HB 569* – Construction and Facilities

• HB 1213* – K-12 School Route Optimization Pilot Pgm
• HB 1255 - Education
• SB 1470* – School Safety
• SB 1708* / HB 1267 – Education

Signed by Governor
With Governor for Signature
Died

Presenter
Presentation Notes
2 bills were signed into law on this slide

http://www.fldoe.org/
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SB 296 – Middle and High School Start Times
Chapter Number 2025-53

• In compliance if
• Schools start at the later start times

• 8:00 for Middle Schools and 8:30 for High Schools 
• The district submits a report by 1 June 2026

• Format forthcoming (from DOE)

• Report includes (at a minimum)
• Start times for elementary, middle, and high schools
• Strategies considered to implement later start times
• Description of impacts of implementing later start times
• Identified unintended consequences of later start times

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This law was not rescinded per say.  It was revised.

The report must include the following:
The start times of elementary, middle, and high schools in the school district.
Documentation of strategies considered to implement a later school start time for middle schools and high schools within the school district, including:
The number of board meetings, public hearings, and opportunities for parent input to discuss the strategies.
A description of the impact of implementing the school start time including the financial impact for the school district.
Identified unintended consequences to the school district, students, and the community by implementing the school start time requirements
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HB 443 – Education
Chapter Number 2025-106

• Concurrency
• A Charter School is considered a public facility

• Charter Schools
• May increase capacity, but no more than facility capacity

• Discretionary Funding for Lab Schools, such as…
• Real property, construction, reno, repair, & maintenance
• Purchase, lease of permanent or relocatables facilities

• Deadlines for Charters can’t be earlier than sponsors
• Charter’s Code of Conduct…meet or exceed sponsors
• Virtual Student can play sports at any public school

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Concurrency – The concurrency requirement as implemented in local comprehensive plans applies to state and other public facilities…For the purposes of this subsection, a charter school is considered a public facility. Need to start looking at Charter Schools when calculating concurrency

Charter Schools – May increase its student enrollment to more than the capacity identified in the charter, but student enrollment may not exceed the capacity of the facility.
Must notify the sponsor by 1 March if doing so.

Discretionary Funding for Lab Schools can be used for:
Real Property
Construction of school facilities
Purchase, lease-purchase, or lease of permanent or relocatables school facilities
Renovation, repair, and maintenance of school facilities
Payment of the cost of premiums for property and casualty insurance
Purchase, lease-purchase, or lease of driver’s education vehicles, vehicles use to transport students to and from lab school, used for maintenance/operation of plant, security vehicles.
Purchase, lease-purchase, or lease of computer and device hardware and operating software
Opening day collection for the library

Deadlines for Charter Schools
May not impose upon a charter school administrative deadlines that are earlier than the sponsor’s own corresponding deadlines
For financial audits or other administrative requirements, districts may not suspense charter schools more than 15 days before the sponsor’s deadlines 

Code of Conduct – Charter schools may adopt their own code of conduct, but it must meet or exceed the minimum standards set forth in the sponsor’s code of student conduct
Any provision of the code which is more stringent than the sponsor’s code must align with the mission of the charter school and be acknowledged electronically or in writing by the parent
The sponsor may review the code and offer recommendations

Virtual Student – eligible to participate on an interscholastic athletic team at any public school in the school district in which the student resides

http://www.fldoe.org/
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SB 582 – Unlawful Demo of Historical Bldgs
Chapter Number 2025-87

• For those buildings or structures listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places

• Knowingly or willingly demolish without a permit
• Additional fines

• Up to 20% of the fair market value of the facility

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For the demolition of a building or structure that is individually listed
In the National Register of Historic Places or
Is a contributing resource to a National Register-listed district

The demolition of the building or structure was knowing and willful and was not permitted or the result of a natural disaster

A code enforcement board or special magistrate may impose a fine, based on competent substantial evidence, up to 20 percent of the fair or just market valuation of the property before demolition of the building or structure, as determined by the property appraiser.

http://www.fldoe.org/
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HB 683 – Construction Regulations
Chapter Number 2025-140

• Change orders
• 35 days to approve or disapprove change order
• Failure to meet the above results in approval

• Scoring Contractors: You can not…
• Penalize a contractor’s score if they have done a lot of 

work for the state or political subdivision or
• Reward a contractor’s score if they have done little work 

for the state or political subdivision

• Elevators, must provide at least one support rail 
with a minimum length of 42 inches

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Change Orders.—For any contract for construction services entered into on or after July 1, 2025
If a local governmental entity receives from its contractor a price quote for a change order requested or issued by the local governmental entity for construction services, and the quote conforms to all statutory and contractual requirements for the project, the local governmental entity must approve or deny the price quote and send written notice of that decision to the contractor within 35 days after receipt of such quote. 
A denial notice must specify the alleged deficiencies in the price quote and the actions necessary to remedy those deficiencies. 
If the local governmental entity fails to provide the contractor with a notice, the change order and price quote are deemed approved.

When scoring or evaluating bids for a public works project, penalize a bidder for performing a larger volume of construction work for the state or political subdivision or reward a bidder for performing a smaller volume of construction work for the state or political subdivision.

http://www.fldoe.org/
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HB 1255 – Education
Chapter Number 2025-110

• Can’t enforce a condition against a charter school 
unless uniformly applied to public schools

• Adds that a private school can build on public land
• Requires charter schools to operate as a public-

school regarding zoning and operations
• Removes Florida School for Competitive Academics

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A local governing authority may not apply or enforce a condition against a charter school unless the condition is uniformly applied to other public schools within the jurisdiction of the local governing authority and the charter school is located on property that is the subject of a previously approved development order or development permit, and if such development order or development permit contains conditions applicable to the construction or operation of a public or private school, including, but not limited to: 
a. Limits on the number of students; 
b. Limits on the number of teachers; 
c. Limits on the number of classrooms; 
d. Limits on the hours of operation; 
e. Minimum outdoor recreation area; or 
f. Requirements to conform to a prior plan of development

A private school located in a county with four incorporated municipalities may construct new facilities, which may be temporary or permanent, on property purchased from or owned or leased by a library, community service organization, museum, performing arts venue, theater, cinema, or church under s. 170.201, which is or was actively used as such within 5 years of any executed agreement with a private school; any land owned by a Florida College System institution or state university; and any land recently used to house a school or child care facility licensed under s. 402.305 under its preexisting zoning and land use designations without rezoning or obtaining a special exception or a land use change and without complying with any mitigation requirements or conditions. The new facility must be located on property used solely for purposes described in this paragraph and must meet applicable state and local health, safety, and welfare laws, codes, and rules, including fire safety and building safety.

http://www.fldoe.org/
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HB 1427 – Health Care
• Gutted to only a health care bill

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Had stuff about:
1013.62 Charter schools capital outlay funding.
Special Facilities stuff
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SB 1470* – School Safety
Chapter Number 2025-58

• Secondary “temporary” door locks
• Common Areas must meet security requirements
• Exemptions from the “locked door” law
• Safety requirements 30 mins before/30 mins after
• Centralized public safety infrastructure
• Guardian Program
• Development of Workgroup

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Door Locks - All school classrooms and other instructional spaces with a permanently installed door lock may also use temporary door locks during an active assailant incident. The temporary door lock must be able to be engaged or removed without opening the door; must be easily removed in a single operation from the egress side of the door without the use of a key and from the ingress side of the door with the use of a key or other credential; may be installed at any height; must otherwise be in compliance with the Florida Fire Prevention Code; and must be integrated into the active assailant response plan.
Two issues with this:
ADA requires 34 – 48 inches
Fire rated doors can only be modified by manufacturer without voiding the fire rating.
Compromise the integrity of the door and its fire rating
Supremacy clause in the US Constitution
Federal law trumps state law
This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding.

Common areas on a school campus, including, but not limited to, cafeterias, auditoriums, and media centers, which are used for instructional time or student testing must meet the requirements of sub-subparagraph a. only when such areas are being used for instructional time or student testing.

Exemptions from “locked door” law 
Instructional spaces for career and technical education which are designed as open areas for which compliance with the requirements of subparagraph a. affects the health and safety of students may be exempted from compliance with that sub-subparagraph by the school safety specialist. 
To be exempt, the school safety specialist, or his or her designee, must document in the Florida Safe Schools Assessment Tool portal maintained by the Office of Safe Schools that the instructional space is exempt from these requirements due to negative impacts to student health and safety and the presence of other safety measures at the school that prevent egress from the instructional space to hallways or other classrooms or instructional spaces.

Safety Requirements: 
Apply from 30 minutes before the school start time until 30 minutes after the end of the school day: 
All gates or access points that restrict ingress to or egress from the exclusive zone of a school campus shall remain closed and locked when students are on campus. 
“Exclusive zone” means the area within a gate or door allowing access to the interior perimeter of a school campus beyond a single point of entry. 
A gate or access point to the exclusive zone may only be open or unlocked if one of the following conditions is met: 
It is attended or actively staffed by a person when students are on campus; 
The use complies with a shared use agreement pursuant to s. 1013.101; 
Another closed and locked gate or access point separates the open or unlocked gate from areas occupied by students; or
The school safety specialist, or his or her designee, has documented in the Florida Safe Schools Assessment Tool portal maintained by the Office of Safe Schools that the gate or other access point is not subject to this requirement based upon other safety measures at the school. 
This subparagraph does not apply to the nonexclusive zone of a school campus. The term “nonexclusive zone” means the area outside of the exclusive zone but contained on school property. Nonexclusive zones may include, but are not limited to, such spaces as parking lots, athletic fields and stadiums, mechanical buildings, playgrounds, bus ramps, agricultural spaces, and other areas that do not give direct, unimpeded access to the exclusive zone.

Public Safety Infrastructure - Subject to an appropriation, the Department of Education, in cooperation with the Department of Management Services, shall identify a centralized system for use by all public safety answering point infrastructure which can receive alerts from all panic alert systems and integrate digital maps used by public schools, charter schools, and other educational institutions. 
The centralized system must: 
Receive alerts, location information, and relevant data from all department-approved panic alert systems. 
Integrate and display digital school maps to provide real-time situational awareness to law enforcement and emergency responders. 
Retain and provide access to historical alert data for use by authorized state agencies.
If established pursuant to paragraph (f), each public school and charter school shall confirm with the district school board that the school’s respective panic alert system is connected to the centralized system. 
Panic alert systems must be integrated with the centralized system to ensure seamless notification of law enforcement and emergency responders. 
Digital maps required under s. 1013.13 must also be integrated with the centralized system to support emergency response.

Guardian Program
Add that the security agency employing the security guard is responsible for training and screening

Development of Workgroup
Convene a workgroup of stakeholders, including, but not limited to, 
Postsecondary institutions, law enforcement, fire and EMS, emergency management, school facilities staff, school safety specialists, school administrators, superintendents, school-based mental health professionals, and threat management practitioners. 
The workgroup shall make recommendations for the establishment of a Florida Institute of School Safety, including programs and functions to enhance school safety. 
The workgroup shall submit the findings and recommendations to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives no later than January 1, 2026

http://www.fldoe.org/
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HB 1607 – Cardiac Emergencies
Chapter Number 2025-67

• Must have operational AED on school grounds
• Takes affect 1 July 2027
• In addition to the AED requirement in 1006.165

• Must provide training in first aid (PE/Health class)
• Once in middle school
• Once in high school

• Plan for Urgent Life-Saving Emergencies (PULSE)
• School personnel responding to cardiac or similar event

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Must have operational AED on school grounds:  Includes Charter Schools
The location of each defibrillator must be registered with a local emergency medical services medical director.

1006.165: Each public school that is a member of the Florida High School Athletic Association (FHSAA) must have an operational automated external defibrillator on the school grounds. The defibrillator must be available in a clearly marked and publicized location for each athletic contest, practice, workout, or conditioning session, including those conducted outside of the school year. Public and private partnerships are encouraged to cover the cost associated with the purchase and placement of the defibrillator and training in the use of the defibrillator.

Training includes CPR and AEDs

Each public school shall develop a plan for urgent life-saving emergencies (PULSE) that addresses the appropriate use of school personnel to respond to incidents involving an individual experiencing sudden cardiac arrest or a similar life-threatening emergency while on school grounds. Each PULSE must integrate evidence-based core elements and consider those elements recommended by the American Heart Association for schools responding to cardiac emergencies. (2) School officials shall work directly with local emergency service providers to integrate the PULSE into the community’s emergency responder protocols.
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SB 1708* – Education

• Persistently low-performing schools
• 3 grades lower than “C” in the last 3 of 5 years
• Bottom 10% in state in last 2 of 3 years

• School of Hope may submit notice of intent to use
• May co-locate with a public school if:

• Utilization rate <50% or 500+ available student stations

• Funding
• School of Hope students are included in COFTE 

membership for calculating funding
• Rental or leasing not authorized

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Persistently low-performing schools
Has not earned a “B” or higher in last 2 years
Bottom 10% in state in last 2 of 3 years
Grade 3 English, Grade 4 Math
School of Hope may submit notice of intent to use, and the district must negotiate an agreement
May co-locate with a public school if:
Utilization rate <50% or 500+ available student stations
Funding
Students enrolled in the school of hope must be included in the school district’s total COFTE membership for calculating the PECO maintenance funds or any other maintenance funds for the facility.
A rental or leasing fee may not be charged, but the use, operation, and maintenance of such facility must be provided to the school of hope at a mutually agreeable cost, not to exceed $600 per student, pursuant to a mutual management agreement negotiated with the district school board.

http://www.fldoe.org/
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