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Who are you?



Who doesn’t have one of these in your community?



Who doesn’t have one of these in your community?



Who doesn’t have one of these in your community?



Who doesn’t have one of these in your community?



Florida’s estimated population in 2019, the 4th

fastest growing state in the U.S. by population.
21.6M

8th

+500

1

Most densely populated state in the U.S. 

Retail properties listed for sale across Florida on 
LoopNet.com

According to US News, Florida ranks number 1 in Higher 
Education and 40th in PK-12th Grade education with only 
2.7% of taxable resources to school funding. 

State of Education in Florida - Doing More With Less



180

10

School days or equivalent hours required by the state

Florida has had more hurricanes in October than in any 
other month.

Example: OCPS academic calendar has 10 built-in bad 
weather days 

Florida Resiliency – Adaptation for the future

Families / Students offset by natural disasters



Who doesn’t have one of these in your community?

SOURCE: LOOPNET.COM

Properties for lease between   
20,000 sf and 200,000 sf 
currently.



Who doesn’t have one of these in your community?

SOURCE: COMPANY REPORTS



What is the embodied potential ?



Disaster Relief Interim Facilities

Administrative Expansion

Swing Space During Construction of Other Facilities

Adult Education

Career Technical Education

Prototype Classroom Testing 

Teaching Style Incubator

Displaced student demand



Main Campus vs.    
Community 

Campuses

create Specialized

Learning Centers, 
integrated into the 

community   



The Storm and Joplin’s Response
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May 22, 2011, 
5:41p

EF-5 Tornado 
strikes Joplin,   

Missouri







Joplin High School was a total loss



Two days after the tornado we made 
the announcement that school would 
open on time on August 17. This was 
critical. It gave hope. It reassured 
parents that their children would still 
receive a quality education. It gave a 
goal for everyone to work towards.

We didn’t want to lose our community; 
we didn’t want to lose our families. 
Schools are a big part of why people 
are in Joplin, and getting back to normal 
quickly was very important.

- Dr. Huff
Joplin Schools Superintendent 

MAY 24



JUNE 2 DAY 55  



The design team set up shop 
inside North Middle School

This countdown clock was 
prominently displayed at the 
entrance to the school

JUNE 3 DAY 54  



JUNE 8 DAY 51







A formal presentation on the schematic 
design occurred June 10. Designers 
presented to a teacher focus group 
in the morning and to a student focus 
group at lunch. 
This was the first interactive session where 
designers solicited immediate feedback from 
teachers and students after introducing the 
design concept.

JUNE 10 DAY 49



Constant communication with the contractor 
was crucial for the success of this project. 
June 10 marked the first planning and 
scheduling strategy session with the 

design team and contractor.
Selected prefinished dry wall panels to save 

time. Doors and lighting were identified as 

challenges due to lead time –To overcome this 

challenge the design team used as many local 

materials available as possible.

JUNE 10 DAY 49



JULY 22 DAY 20



AUG 17 DAY 0 First Day of School



Front Entry Such a blessing! Hats off to the designers and builders –

you will touch more lives than you know through this effort.

--JHS Parent



Social Commons Whenever they first brought up the idea of it being in a 

mall, I didn’t think it would be as cool as it is now.

--JHS Student



Info Link Joplin’s temporary school is a model for the nation in itself.

--U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan



Rendering shown to students and 

teachers during design.

Flexibility Joplin’s temporary school is a model for the nation in itself.

--U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan



Corridors & Connectors
Whenever they first brought up the idea of it being in a 

mall, I didn’t think it would be as cool as it is now.

--JHS Student





Joplin Interim High School
Joplin, MO

August, 2011



$/SF

Joplin Interim High School
Joplin, MO



2012 James D. MacConnell Award Winner

Joplin Interim High School
Joplin, MO



Springs Studio for Academic Excellence
K-12 Virtual Academy
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Springs Studio for Academic Excellence
Colorado Springs, CO

The challenge:  Turning a 20,000 SF manufacturing 

warehouse into a 21st Century blended 

learning space for a wide range of students...



Springs Studio for Academic Excellence
Colorado Springs, CO



Springs Studio for Academic Excellence
Colorado Springs, CO



Springs Studio for Academic Excellence
Colorado Springs, CO

Large Group / Living Room



Springs Studio for Academic Excellence
Colorado Springs, CO

Quiet Zone



Springs Studio for Academic Excellence
Colorado Springs, CO

Quiet Zone



Springs Studio for Academic Excellence
Colorado Springs, CO

Living Room



Springs Studio for Academic Excellence
Colorado Springs, CO

The District leveraged funds to obtain a 

long-term lease on the building, creating 

a new use for an abandoned site which 

helped invigorate an area of 

the District with aging facilities 

and provided critical in-fill in a struggling 

area of the city



Springs Studio for Academic Excellence
Colorado Springs, CO
September, 2012



$/SF

Springs Studio for Academic Excellence
Colorado Springs, CO



Value Proposition
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Shorter construction time

No students are in or around the building till complete

Interior cost per square foot reduction over new construction

Interior cost depends heavily on condition

Use of an abandoned building in town

Materials used can be easily modified

Built in parking, utilities and access to main roadways

Rentable space for community

What is the Value Proposition? 



Opportunity / Challenges in Florida

listen.DESIGN.deliver



Checklist of Considerations

Initial assessment / site selection comparison of properties

Space type can meet the learning objectives of the project

Location in community is central to the use



Fire protection sprinkler spacing – Retail ( typ. 60 sf/pp) vs. Educational (20 sf/pp) 

Checklist of Considerations

Will hazardous materials testing & abatement be needed?

Operable glazing consisting of at least 5 % of the floor 
area shall be placed in each classroom located on the 
perimeter of the building. F.S. 1013.44 , NOT REQ’D IN FL COLLEGE 
INSTITUTIONS

Lease term 

Does HVAC System age & type require upgrades

Does site allow proper parking / bus access and separations



Checklist of Considerations

Egress requirements 3 options
- Fully Sprinklered

- Egress window to exterior *

- Door directly to exterior *
*Rooms with 6 or more student occupants

Egress in excess of 200 feet, may require separations 

Single point of entry possible for security concerns 

Does the space contribute to wellness or LEED goals 



Design need not be sacrificed  in adapted spaces



Discussion / Q&A


